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The workshop will take place in-person in Aix en Provence, 
but online participation will be possible.  

 

In case the COVID 19 crisis is not over, the workshop will 
be organized completely online.  
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Workshop theme  

 
The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development provides a “shared blueprint for peace and 
prosperity for people and the planet”. At its heart are the 17 Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) that recognize the interaction of social and environmental challenges that must be 
handled by all countries, and all people. Public sector and public policies play a strategic role 
in the achievement of this goals. As such, SDGs and in particular climate change represent a 
huge challenge for public management research that has been addressing and debating on 
the subject for a long time. 
 
However, research in public accounting and accountability, ‘stuck’ in the New Public 
Financial Management paradigm, has not yet broadly addressed the subject, although its 
contribution to the debate can be significant. As such, this year’s SIG workshop under the 
theme “Sustainable Development Goals and climate change – challenges of 
accounting and accountability in the public sector” aims at contributing to the 
international debate of this urgent issue and aims at discussing the challenges of 
accounting and accountability in the public sector toward the achievement of 
Sustainable Development Goals and coping with climate change. 
 
Participants will discuss topical research issues and real-world cases in 3 sub-groups. 

 
 
 
Sub-group 1 : Measuring and accounting for sustainable managerial practices  

Climate change and the challenges of a more sustainable world require a re-orientation of 
public policies, but also a change in managerial practices. Practitioners call for a better 
understanding of the costs and benefits of actions taken. It is therefore necessary to 
consider how to measure the costs of non-sustainable actions, but also the costs and 
benefits of the adaptation or mitigation measures implemented. Measurement approaches 
however must not only focus on environmental problems, but also cover broad questions, 
such as the cost of social inequalities, e.g. gender inequalities (SDG 5). 
 
A better understanding of these costs and benefits appears essential in supporting 
sustainable political decisions and re-directing public funds towards the financing of more 
sustainable actions. Beyond measurement and accounting, this makes it possible to 
reflect a re-orientation of managerial practices towards greater sustainability.  
 
Several new tools could usefully build on these measures and indicators, such as the 
development of green or sustainable budgets. The strong growth of green finance also 
requires a common language between public managers and investors so the latter can 
better understand the profitability of their investments. 
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Sub-group 2 - Financial Resilience perspectives on Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs) 

SDGs 11 & 13 address the notion of resilience, which is essential for sustainability. 
Financial resilience of administrations and territories in the face of increasing crises is a 
theme that has already been debated in past workshops of the SIG. But beyond financial 
crises and austerity, how can governments cope with climate change, rising inequalities, 
or health crises? Beyond balancing public finances, financial resilience may be used as a 
framework for understanding the adaptation of public finances to these new environments 
and to uncertainty.  

 

 
Sub-group 3 - Paradigms informing the accounting and accountability debate on 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)  

Numerous New Public Management oriented reforms that have been implemented in 
countries around the globe over more than two decades have set the attention on the 
efficient functioning of public service delivery but only seldomly have reflected on the 
notion of commons. After the 2008 crisis, public policies focused on austerity and cost 
cuts and as such seem to have diminished the territories' capacity to adapt to climate 
change and to implement policies in favour of SDG.  
 
But do NPFM enable a reflexion on SDGs? Which paradigms better inform the accounting 
and accountability debate on Sustainable Development Goals? What are the contributions 
of the post NPM paradigms of public management to help us understand the debate on 
SDGs, such as Public Value, Network governance... 

 
 
Programme (online participation possible) 

 

2 November 2020  

12:00 – 13:00 Registration and Light Lunch 

13:00 – 14:00 Keynote Speeches  

14:00 – 15:30 Breakout Sessions (sub-groups 1, 2 and 3) Part 1  

15:30 – 15:45 Coffee Break 

15:45 – 17:00 Breakout Sessions (sub-groups 1, 2 and 3) Part 1  

17:15 – 18:30 
Sustainable careers – discussion for early career researchers & 
practitioners over wine and cheese  

19:30 / 20:00  Dinner 

3 November 2020  

  9:00 – 10:30 Breakout Sessions (sub-groups 1, 2 and 3) Part 2  

10:30 – 10:45 Coffee break 

10:45 – 12:15 Breakout Sessions (sub-groups 1, 2 and 3) Part 2 

12:15 – 13:00 Plenary Session 

13:00  Light Lunch, Farewell  



 

Université d’Aix-Marseille - IMPGT – Institut de Management Public et Gouvernance Territoriale 
21, rue Gaston de Saporta - 13625 Aix en Provence CEDEX 1 - France 

Tél. : +33 (0)4 42 17 05 50 - Fax : +33 (0)4 42 17 05 88 - www.managementpublic.univ-cezanne.fr 

 

 

Registration 

 
To register, please fill in the form via: https://forms.gle/7QXXRYikkpCFNxkh8  

The deadline for registration is 10 September 2020. 
 
 

Practicalities for the in-person event * 

(*in case the COVID 19 crisis is not over, the workshop will be organized 
completely online; more information will follow in time) 

 

Venue 

 
The workshop will take place at 
  
The Institute of Public Management and Territorial Governance (IMPGT)  
21-23, rue Gaston de Saporta, 13100 Aix en Provence. 
https://goo.gl/maps/rdBHzMxVh4j6dCCR7  
 
 

How to travel to Aix en Provence 

 
 
By Plane  

Fly to Airport Marseille-Provence (MRS). To get to Aix-en-Provence city centre, take the 
bus or taxi: 

− Bus: shuttles from the airport to Aix en Provence city centre – max every 30 min. The 
trip takes about 30 minutes. The round trip ticket costs 16 Euros. Learn more via: 
https://www.marseille-airport.com/access-car-parks/access/bus/aix-en-provence 

− Taxis: https://www.marseille-airport.com/access-car-parks/access/taxis 

 

By Train 

Check trains via: oui.sncf  

− Via Aix-en-Provence TGV Station: 

The long-distance train station Aix-en-Provence TGV Station is 15km from the city 
centre. The station in the city centre (“Aix en Provence Centre”) is served only locally. 
From Aix en Provence TGV Train Station to Aix en Provence city centre: Shuttles 
(max every 30 minutes) get you to the city centre. The round trip ticket costs 10 
Euros. Then walk to IMPGT: https://goo.gl/maps/5io4hY4hWi4xbdnn7  

− Via Marseille Saint Charles Station: 

Take a train to Aix en Provence city centre station and then walk to IMPGT 
https://goo.gl/maps/sDGEEZXinzwEy38J9)  
 or 
 
 
 

https://forms.gle/7QXXRYikkpCFNxkh8
https://goo.gl/maps/rdBHzMxVh4j6dCCR7
https://www.marseille-airport.com/access-car-parks/access/bus/aix-en-provence
https://www.marseille-airport.com/access-car-parks/access/taxis
https://goo.gl/maps/5io4hY4hWi4xbdnn7
https://goo.gl/maps/sDGEEZXinzwEy38J9
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−  Take a bus from Marseille St Charles Bus station (in the train station) to Aix Bus 
Station (every 5 to 10 minutes): https://www.lecaraixmarseille.com/line-50 and then 
walk to IMPGT: https://goo.gl/maps/5io4hY4hWi4xbdnn7  

 

Please also visit the following site for detailed information: 
https://www.aixenprovencetourism.com/en/plan-your-trip/access-transport/   

 
 

Hotels  

 

There are many beautiful hotels in Aix en Provence, but please find a selection of those near 
the venue IMPGT below: 

 

4 stars **** 

Hôtel Aquabella, 2 Rue des Étuves, 13100 Aix-en-Provence https://www.aquabella.fr/ 

Hôtel Negrecoste, 33 Cours Mirabeau, 13100 Aix-en-Provence 
https://hotelnegrecoste.com 

3 stars *** or charming 2 stars ** 

Hôtel des Augustins, 3 Rue de la Masse, 13100 Aix-en-Provence https://hotel-
augustins.com/ 

Hôtel du Globe, 74 Cours Sextius, 13100 Aix-en-Provence https://hotelduglobe.eu/ 

Hôtel Artea Aix Centre, 4 Boulevard de la République, 13100 Aix-en-Provence 
https://www.hotel-artea-aix-en-provence.com/en/ 

Hôtel Des Quatre Dauphins, 54 Rue Roux Alpheran, 13100 Aix-en-Provence 
 
 

If you want to spend the week end in Aix or Marseille 

There are so many things to see in Aix en Provence, and in the Marseille Area!! 

− Aix: the city center, Aix Countryside and the Sainte Victoire… 

− Marseille: The old Harbour and the centre, the MUCEM, Les Calanques… 

− Cassis 

− Luberon villages 

For more information, visit the following websites: 

− Aix en Provence Tourism : https://www.aixenprovencetourism.com/en/ 

− Marseille Tourism : http://www.marseille-tourisme.com/en/ 

https://www.lecaraixmarseille.com/line-50
https://goo.gl/maps/5io4hY4hWi4xbdnn7
https://www.aixenprovencetourism.com/en/plan-your-trip/access-transport/
https://www.aquabella.fr/
https://hotelnegrecoste.com/
https://hotel-augustins.com/
https://hotel-augustins.com/
https://hotelduglobe.eu/
https://www.hotel-artea-aix-en-provence.com/en/
https://www.aixenprovencetourism.com/en/
http://www.marseille-tourisme.com/en/

