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Workshop theme  

 
The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development provides a “shared blueprint for peace and 
prosperity for people and the planet”. At its heart are the 17 Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs) that recognize the interaction of social and environmental challenges that must be 
handled by all countries, and all people. Public sector and public policies play a strategic role 
in the achievement of this goals. As such, SDGs and, in particular, climate change, represent 
a considerable challenge for public management research  
 
Raising to the challenge, this year’s IRSPM Public Sector Accounting and Accountability SIG 
workshop adopts the theme of “Sustainable Development Goals and climate change – 
challenges of accounting and accountability in the public sector”. Through it, we 
contribute to the international debate of this urgent issue by discussing topical research 
issues and real-world cases in 3 sub-groups: 
 
Sub-group 1 : Measuring and accounting for sustainable managerial practices  

Climate change and the challenges of a more sustainable world require a re-orientation of 
public policies, but also a change in managerial practices. Practitioners call for a better 
understanding of the costs and benefits of actions taken. It is therefore necessary to 
consider how to measure the costs of non-sustainable actions, but also the costs and 
benefits of the adaptation or mitigation measures implemented. Measurement approaches 
however do not only focus on environmental problems, but also cover broad questions, 
such as the cost of social inequalities, e.g. gender inequalities (SDG 5). 
 
A better understanding of these costs and benefits appears essential to supporting 
sustainable political decisions and re-directing public funds towards the financing of more 
sustainable actions. Beyond measurement and accounting, this makes it possible to 
reflect a re-orientation of managerial practices towards greater sustainability. Several new 
tools could usefully build on these measures and indicators, such as the development of 
green or sustainable budgets. The strong growth of green finance also requires a common 
language between public managers and investors so the latter can better understand the 
profitability of their investments. 

 
Sub-group 2 - Financial Resilience perspectives on Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs) 

SDGs 11 & 13 address the notion of resilience, which is essential for sustainability. 
Financial resilience of administrations and territories in the face of increasing crises is a 
theme that has already been debated in past workshops of the SIG. But beyond financial 
crises and austerity, how can governments cope with climate change, rising inequalities, 
or health crises? Beyond balancing public finances, financial resilience may be used as a 
framework for understanding the adaptation of public finances to these new environments 
and to uncertainty.  

 
Sub-group 3 - Paradigms informing the accounting and accountability debate on 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)  

Numerous New Public Management oriented reforms that have been implemented in 
countries around the globe over more than two decades have set the attention on the 
efficient functioning of public service delivery but only seldomly have reflected on the 



 
notion of commons. After the 2008 crisis, public policies focused on austerity and cost 
cuts and as such seem to have diminished the territories' capacity to adapt to climate 
change and to implement policies in favour of SDG.  
 
But do NPFM enable a reflection on SDGs? Which paradigms better inform the 
accounting and accountability debate on Sustainable Development Goals? What are the 
contributions of the post NPM paradigms of public management to help us understand the 
debate on SDGs, such as Hybridity, Complexity, Public Value or Network governance. 

 
Programme (online participation only) 

 

2 November 2020  

12:00 – 13:00 Registration  

13:00 – 14:00 Keynote speech: Professor Irvine Lapsley, University of Edinburgh  

14:00 – 15:30 
 
Breakout Sessions (sub-groups 1, 2 and 3) Part 1  
 

15:30 – 15:45 Coffee Break 

15:45 – 17:00 Breakout Sessions (sub-groups 1, 2 and 3) Part 2 

17:15 – 18:30 
Sustainable careers – early career researchers are warmly invited to reflect 
on sustainability in academic careers; Dr Adina Dudau will lead the 
discussion over self-supplied wine and cheese 

  

3 November 2020 
Keynote Speaker: Professor Jan Bebbington, University of Birmingham 
Rediscovering stewardship in public sector accounting 

  9:00 – 10:30 Breakout Sessions (sub-groups 1, 2 and 3) Part 3  

10:30 – 10:45 Coffee break 

10:45 – 12:15 Breakout Sessions (sub-groups 1, 2 and 3) Part 4 

12:15 – 13:00 Plenary Session 

  

 

 

Registration 

 
To register and opt for one of the three sub-groups, please fill in the form via: 
https://forms.gle/7QXXRYikkpCFNxkh8  
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